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Right Reverend and Right Honourable 


HENRY 


Lord Biſhop of London. 


May,it Pleaſe Your Lordihip, 
T Your Lordſhip's C W 

A and the Requeſt of tbe Ge- 
nerous Gentleman * who gave 

and eattowed the dtbappel Tour \,....om:, 

Lordſbi p has lately C = 1 — 

this plain Diſcouſe appears in Publick, 

that it may confirm thoſe of our own Com- 

munion (who are bleſſed with Churches 

duely Conſecrated) in having a due 

regard to them, and convince ſuch 
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ſtubborn Schiſmaticks as make no 
difference between a Church and 4 
Stable, is the bearty Prayer of, 


MAT LOR D, 


Tour Lordſhip” moſt Dutiful 
and Obedient Humble Servant, 


Samuel Hilliard. 
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PsALMu cxxii. I. 


I was glad when they ſaid unto me, let 
us go into the Houſe of the Lord. 


HIS with fourteen other preceeding 
and ſubſequent Pſalms is intituled 


a Song of Degrees, tho' vpon what 

round is not certainly determin'd ; 

Whether becauſe they were to be ſung upon 
the fifteen Steps that were between the Men 
and Womens Apartment in the Temple; or 
deſign d to be ſung in the Jews aſceat from 
the Babyloniſh Captivity : Whether the In- 


ſcription denotes ſome peculiar excellency of - 
Matter, or eleganc of Stile; Or relates to 


the muſical elevation of the Voice, that was 


know ; 


/ 


to be rais'd to ſome degrees higher than or- 
dinary in ſinging them: Theſe are Opinions 
that have but little Certainty in them beyond 
2 bare Conjecture, nor is it very material to 
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know; the Matter of them being more uſe- 
ful for our inſtruction and practice than the 
Name and Title. . 


The matter of this Pſalm is Holy David's | 
joyous and triumphant Congratulation of the 
ArKk's return to, and ſettlement in Jeruſalem, 
after all its uncertain Wandrings and fatal 
Captivity by the Philiſtines. God had often 
ſpoke of Old by Noſes, that he would pitch 
upon ſome, certain place where: he would pat 
bs Name, and where the Ark ſhould have 
a fix d and ſtable Reſidence ; but after his: 
tor ſotne hundreds of Y.cars. together, it was 
carried up and down,. and remov d from phice 
to place, ti 
Servant Da 
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anticularly pitch d upon fort the place of 
ſo pa Solemn and Publick Werſhip, and that 
bi Maker was pleas d to fix bis Santtuary there; 
but his Heart was overjoy'd to ſee the peo- 
ples ready compliance, and chearful unani- 
mity to promote the Diyine Worſhip, and 
excite one another to an attendanee upon God, 
in the very place, and after the manner of 
bis own appointment. I was glad when they 
{aid unto me, let us go inty the Houſe of the Lords: 


In the Words we have theſe part conks 
derable. 


Firſt, The Beauty of the Object the Plalmiſ 
here ſpeaks of, namely, the Houſe of the Lord 


| Secondly, The Pious practice of the people: 
in Going to it. 


Thirdly, Their Unity and Unanimity i in 60 
doing, 1 ſaid let Ong thither, [And | gs 


Lath, 
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Laſily, This was to that Royal Prophet 
matter of the greateſt joy, and delight, 1 was 
glad ( ſaid he) when they aid let us go into the 
Honſe of the Lord. The 


Firſt Thing remarkable is, the Peauty of 
the Object the Pſalmiſt here ſpeaks of, the Houſe 
of the Lord, that is, the Tabernacle and Sanitu- 
ary, and (by an analogy of reafon) any place 
that is ſet apart for Divine Service, 7s the 
Howſe of the Lord, Pal. 132. 13, 14. The Lord 
hath choſen Sion, he hath deſired it for bis Habi- 


tation, this is my Reſt for ever, here will I dwell. 


For this reafon God bears a different reſpect 
to places ſet apart to his own Worſhip, form 
what he beats to all others deſigned for the 


common uſes of Life ; as is evident from the 


delight he takes in maniteſting his preſence 


in a more eſpecial 19anner in the former, 


than in the latter: His general preſence does 
uit true) fill the whole World; but in the par- 


ticular places of His WosFhip) in the Sole 


Aſſemblies there's a Schechinah, a peculiar ma- 
nileſtation 
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nifeſtation of God and His Excellencies, this 
David hiniſelf found by glad experience, when 
he ſaid, as in Pj/al 63. 2. O God, thou art My 
God, early will | ſeek thee, my Fleſh longeth to ſee 
thy Power and thy Glory, ſo as ] have ſeen thee in 
the Sanctuary; that is, to be experimentally 
{ealible of the Powerful and Glorious evi- 

dences of thy Gracious preſence there. 
God is no where ſo preſent on this ſide 
Heaven, as where his Servants meet together, 
to offer up their publick Prayers and Praiſes; 
for which reaſon the people are repreſented by 
the Prophet [/aiah ch. 2. v. 3. as ſaying, Come ye, 
let us go to the Mountain of the Lord, to the Houſe 
of tle God of jacob, and he will teach us bis 
way, and we will wa in his paths, for out of 
Sion ſhall go forth the Law and the Word of the 
Lord, The Royal Plalmiſt very frequently, 
and upon large experience, proclaims the 
goodneſs of God to him in his Holy Sanctu- 
ary, Pal 36. 8. They that truſt in thee ſhall be abun· 
dantly Jatis fied with the fatneſs of thy Houſe, and 
thou ſhalt make them drink of the River of thy 
B Pleaſures, 
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Pleaſures, in thy Tempie:: My Soul ſhall be fatts- 
fied ag with Marrow, and: Fat neſt, and my Mouth 
ſhall praiſe. thee. with joyful Lips, Pſal. 63. 5. 
Wherefore he pronounces P/al. 65. 4. Bleſſed is 
the Man whom thou chaoſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach 
unto thee, that, he-may dwell in thy Courts, be ſhall 
be ſatisfied with the goodneſs of. thy Houſe, even 
of thy Holy, Temple. 1 might appeal to the 
Conſciences, and happy experience of good 
people in. this, Cale, who- cannot bur have 
found in themſelves. more pious Warmth, and 


ragturous Tranſports of affection in the Solemn 


places, of Divine Worſhip than in any Other. 
When David was made an Exile, what earneſt 
deſires does he expreſs from his Soul that he 
might again dwell in the Houſe of the Lord? 
aſſerting it, far better to be a Door Keeper there, 


than to dwell in the Tents of others. When the 


Prophet Daniel was in Captivity, and uncapa- 
ble of reſorting to the Temple, yet would he 


at leaſt. thrice in 4 Day ſet open bis [indows and 


warſhip towards it. 


Neither 
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Neither were the Holy Jeſus and his Apo- 
ſtles in the New Teſtament, leſs remarkable 
tor their Zeal in attending upon God in his 
Holy Temple, than the Saints of the Old; and 
tho' the Church was then in its Infancy, undet 
a cruel Perſecution, the Apoſtles being left like 
Sheep without a Shephard, and hated of all Men fot 
bis Name ſake; a Barbarous Generation inhu- 


| manly putting them to Death, and gloried in 


the Deed, ſuppoſing they did God good Service 


in it: Infomuch that the firſt Chriſtians were 


under a neceſſity of flying from City to City, and 
wandring about in Sheeps Skins, and Goat Skins, 
being 4ffnfted, Tormented, and put to ſundry kinds 
Death, that it was morally impoſſible 
Churches could be built ro che Honour of 
the God and Saviour of the World; yet even in 
thoſe perilous times, they had a certain ap- 
pointed Place wherein to meet together fot the 
Worſhip of God, well knowing the publick 
aſſembling of his People is moſt pleaſing to 
him, and moſt edifying to themſelves ; and 
being aſſurd by his own gracious Promiſe, 
B 2 | that 
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that be wonld be in the midſt of them, when they 
gathered themſelves together in bis Name: Hence 
it was that they fix d upon a certain Upper Room 
for this very purpoſe: bere it was that as we 
read Acts 1, 13. Thry remain d together, here 
it was ( as is generally ſuppos'd ) that the 
ever bleſſed [eſus celebrated the Paſſover, 
and inſtituted the Bleſſed Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper before his Crucifixion, and here 
(in all probability) was that one place wherem 
they were all with one accord Aſſembled on the Day - 
of Pentecoſt. 
But when the Church of Chriſt came to be 
bleſs'd with Nurſing Fathers and Nurſing Mo- 
thers among the Kings and Rulers ot the 
World, Chriſtians Built and Conſecrated 
the moſt Stately and Magnificent Churches, 
wherein they might with one Yoice Praiſe and 
Glorify God. 
The God of all Mercy will not (it's true) 
deſpiſe the Prayers of the moſt diſtreſs d Soul, 
when ſent up to the Throne of the Divine 
Grace, even from the darkeſt Dungeon, but be 


who 
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who ſees in Secret will certainly Reward tbem Openly. 

Neither can the Lordof Life and Glory; whoſe 
preſence is infinite (having Heaven for bis Seat, 
and the Earth for his Foot-ſtool) be inclos d in 
Temples made with Hands, the Heaven and the 
Heaven of Heavens being uncapable of containing 
him, and therefore they who worſhip him in 
Spirit and in Truth, worſhip him aright in 
what place ſoever they do it: Yer all this is 
to be underſtood of private Prayer only, and 
not of the Publick Worſhip God has injoin'd 
us to pay him: As to our private Devotions He 
will (nao doubt) hear and reward them, even 
in the moſt ſecret retirements in our Cloſets, 
but yer he declares he will in a more eſpecial 
manner, regard and anſwer the ſupplications 
that we make before him in our publick Aſſem- 
blies, even when but two or three meet together 
in his Houſe and Name, for which reaſon, he 
has made it our duty, as to keep his Sabbaths, 
lo ts Reverence bis Sanctuaries. The Churches 
built and dedicated to his Honour and Service, 
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becauſe of any Holineſs inherent in the places 
themſelves, as if there were more Sanctity in 
thoſe than any other Fabricks; but becauſe ber 
are dedicated and ſer apart from all other uſes 
to his Service : And the Sole Propriety is 
therefore in him to whole uſe * are 
aſſpn'd, and convey d, and from which they 
are ever afterwards ynalienable, thus is Gods 
_—_ property in ſuch Structures, a ſuffici- 
ent reaſon 55 that different reſpect he bears 
to places ſo ſet apart to his Honour and Wor- 
ſhip: Hence the ever Bleſſed Jeſus told the 
Jews, be that Swears by the Temple, Sears by 
him that dwells therein, lo apparently evident 
is it that God, who is preſent in all Places, is 
8 a more eſpecial manner ſo, in Churches 
or Chappels dedicated to his, Service: And 
that he has a more 3 regard to the 
Prayers and Praiſes offered to him there; than 
0 to Services perform'd' in any other Places 
| whatſoeyer : When Simeon, directed by the Spi- 
| rit of God, was at his Devotions in the Temple, 


he had a comfortable Aſſurance from Heaven, 
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chat he ſhould. not Die till Fe had ſeen the Lords 
Anointed, The Propheteſs Ama, whole pious 
practice it was to be conſtant in the Temple, at 
the fix d and ſtated times of Prajer, was tere 
bleſſed with a Divine Faſpiration, and: ſpoke of 
the Lord to: all them whn look for the Redemption of 
Ifraeli; And tho' God does not in fuch a Mi- 
raculous, yet does he in a very Extraordinary, 
manner, give increaſe of Grace, and greater 
Portions of bis dh Spirit to thoſe who dili- 
gently and deyourly frequent his Holy Places : 
Hence Churches are call'd Gods Samctuaries, Holy 
Places and Honjes of the Lord: Ny Houſe ſhall be 
call'd the Muſe of Prayer among all Nations, 
Mat. 12- and in three of the Evangeliſts, ſays 
our bleſſed Saviour, My Fathers. houſe is the houſe 
of- Prayer, that is, the appointed place for 
publick Prayers, for which reaſon the Apoſtle 
St. Paul cautions the Corinthians, leſt they pro. 
phan'd the Church by their irreverent Carriage 
and Deportment in it. What (ſays. he) have ye. 
not Hujes to Eat and Drink in, or deſpiſe ye the 
Church of God? God has in no inſtance ſhew'd: 
ee Ogg, e 0k] 
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himſelf more Angry, or exerted a more fu- 
rious Vengeance, , than upon ſuch as have 
wickedly prophan'd his Holy places, and ſa- 
crilegiouſly taken things dedicated to him: 
How terrible and amaſing a Judgment did 
he ſend upon Shiſhak King of Egypt for plun- 
dering Solomon's Temple? So ſore a Calamity 
befel his Family, that as Joſephus relates, he 
burnt two of his own Children himſelf; his 
Brother conſpired. againſt him, aud his Son 
(Succeſlot to the Crown) was truck Blind, 

while Belſhaſher was carouſing in the ſacred 
Veſſels that had been dedicated to God, with 
Wh Signal Vengeance, even in the midſt of 


his Jollicy, was his Doom finger d out upon 


the Wall, and that very Night both his King- 


dom and his Life fell a ſacrifice to the jult 


Reſentment of Heaven; and his Father Ne- 
buchaduex ar for robbing and. prophaning. the 
Temple, was not only depriv'd of his King- 
dom, but driven out from the Converſation 
ol Men, to feed with the Zeaſts of the Field, 


that bin Hairs were grown like Eagles Feathers, 
and 
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and bis Nails like Birds Claws, With ſuch ex- 


emplary Judgements has God puniſh'd the 
Wicked prophaners of things conlecrated and 
dedicated to his Service. bf 

All the Evengaliſts give us large accounts 
how the Holy Jelus (who for his Meekneſs 
was well compar'd to a Sheep, patiently ſuf- 
fering his Fleece to be horn from him, and 
to a Lamb lead to the Slaughter without re- 
ſiſtance) when he ſaw his Fathers houſe pro- 
phan'd and polluted, his Meekneſs turn d into 
Zeal and holy Indignation, That he overthrew 
the Tables of the Money Changers, and the Seats 
of them that ſold Doves; and making «a Whip of 
(ords, Scourg d out thoſe bold prophaners of his 
Sanktuaries, not ſuffering them to make his 


Hoh Houſe a Den of Thie ves. From all which 
it appears, that God has a very particular 


regard, and requires the ſame from Us, to 
Churches and Places conſecrated and ſet apart 


to his Honour and Worſhip, for they are 
verily in Jacob's Phraſe, no other than Houſes of 


the Lord. el; 
_ The 
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The Second Particular I tock Notice of in 
the Text, was the pious practice of the Peo. 
ple, here ſpoke of, expreſs d by their going to 
the houſe of the Lord: They look'd upon it as 
their indiſpenſable duty to attend upon Gods 

ick Ordinances, and reſort to the Solemn 
Aſſemblies : Our Devotions in private, Secret 
Worſhip, ate excellent in their kind, and 


not to be neglected; but beſides theſe, Our 


Maker expects a publick Homage, a Solemn 
acknowledgment, and an open profeſſion of 
dependance upon him in the 4ſſemblies of the 
Faithful, and in the (ongregation; as loving the 
Gates of Sion, and loving to be worſhipd 
there, more than in all the Dwellings of Jacob; 
for in his Temple doth every Man ſpeak. of his ho- 
nour, Plal 29. 9. Both Phariſees and Publicans 


made Conſcience of going frequently to thi Tem- 


ple to pray; the Apoſtles St. Peter and St. John went 


np to the Jemple at the hour of Prayer, and all 


our Lords Apoſtles and Diſciples continued with 
one accord dayly in the Temple, Praifing and Bleſſing 
od 
in 


God. And thus was it wich the People of G 


What an excellent concord 
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in the Plalmiſts Days, it was their fix d reſo- 


lation, mt to forſale the Solemn Aſſemblies in 
the Houſe of the Lord. Which was the | 

Third thing | mention'd as Obſervable from 
the Text, their Unity and Unanimity in ſo do- 
ing; they ſaid, Let us go thither. They ad- 
vanc'd and ſet forward to celebrate the publick 
worſhip with a joint conſent, there was no 
claſhing or dividing: into Parties, to obſtruc̃t 
and hinder the pious motion; we hear of 
no exceptions taken, no weak and frivolous 
pretences, but they all, unanimouſly and 
with one accord, joyn'd in the Service 6f 
God, according to that in the Prophet Zeph. 
3. 9. 1 vil turn to the People, and they ſhall call 
upon the Name of the Lord, to Serve him with one 
conſent ; there-was no Schiſm or Seperaton, one 

ing one way, and another a contrary, al- 
Rage tenderneſs of | Conſcience, and cry- 
ing out for Moderation to countenance their 
ſo doing: 1012 Lns b 7e 
and agreem 


emen 
was there |ambng the People in Nebeminbs's 
= C2 | Days? 
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days? ch. S. v. i. When all the People gathered them- 


ſelves together, as one Man to attend upon the Book of 


the Law and to worſhip the Lord, v. 6. and the 
lame happy Conjunction of Hearts may be 
obſerv'd among Chriſtians in the Primitive 
and Apoſtolical Times. When true Religion, 
the Wiſdom that is pure, and peaceble, was the 

at end and deſign; when as we read As 2. 
46. All that believed were together, and continued 
dayly with one accord in the Temple: Indeed, this 
Unanimity well becomes thoſe who pretend 
to name the Name of Cbriſt, for Chriſtians are 
all members of the ſame Body , being all baptis'd 
(as St: Paul expreſſes it 1 Cor. 12. 13. Hy one 
Spirit into one Body, and have been all made to drink 
into one Spirit; and therefore as he adds, v. 25. 
There ſhould be no Schiſmin the Boch. Whoever 
then they ate, that ſeperate themſelves, and 


withdraw communion from our National and 


Eftabliſh'd Aſſemblies, where the Name of 
God is truly invok'd and celebrated, 'as he 


himſelf has directed, where his Holy Word is 
Orthodoxly Preach'd, and his Bleſſed Sacra - 
1 i 


ments 
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ments rightly and duly Adminiſtred, and all 
other Religious Offices perform'd by a Law- 
fully (chat is an Epiſcopally) ordain'd Miniſtry, 
can never avoid the heavy Charge, nor eſcape 
the dreadful Puniſhment, due to making a 
Rent and Schiſm ia ( briſts Body the Church; for 
prevention of which, we are ſo ſtrictly com- 
manded, To mark thoſe who cauſe Diviſions 

among ſt us, and to avoid them. 
God is not the Author of Confuſion, but 
of Love and Order, of Unity and Peace in all the 
Churches of the Saints; to this purpole St. Paul 
prays for the Romans ch.1 5. v. 5, 6. That the God 
of all Conſolation would grant them to be like mind- 
ed one towards another, that is, give them the 
Grace of Unity and Charity, that they might 
with one Mind and one Mouth glorify God, ſo 
that if the glory of God were the only thing, 
People would ſincerely. endeavour to promote, 
they would not ſeperate and divide themſelves 
into ſeveral Parties and Factions, following 
their own Whimſies and Inventions in matters 
of Religion, ſetting up this Meeting and 148 
r' other 
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rother (onventicle, diſtinguiſhing themſelves 
with different Names, of Prevbyterians, Mug- 
gletonians , Independents, 4 nabaptiſts, Quakers , 
and they know not what: But out of a Chri- 
ſtian Principle of Love and Hnity, and for Peace 
ſake, be conſtant Attenders upon the publick 
Worſhip of God, as it is eſtabliſhed by law- 
ful Authority in the Doctrine and Diſcipline 
of the Church of ' England. - 
This would make the World believe God 
was in them of a truth ; whereas the contrary tem- 
per of Strife and Debate, Schiſm and Diviſion, can 
proceed from nothing but the Devil, who # 
the Author of it here, and will be the dreadfu 
Puniſher of it hereafter. 
The Unity and Order in the Church Aſſem- 
blies of the Coloſſions was ſo beautlful, that the 
report of it raviſnt St. Paul (tho at a diftance) 
with joy and delight: Colo. 1. 5. and well 
it might, ſince nothing can more effectually 
promote mutual Edificatiun. 
IN The natural effect of Diſcord and Diviſion 
is. Deſtraction, but Concord and Agtetment 
| pro- 
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promote 4 growth in Grace, and the fruits of the 
Spirit, which according to the Apoſtle, are Love 
and Peace. The way to provoke one anct her to Love 
and good Works, the Author to the Hebrews lays, 
0. 24, 25. is, nat forſaking the aſſembling of our ſelves 
together as the manner of ſome is, but ta ex hort one ana- 
ther ſa much the more to maintain Criſtian Communion, 

And this wherever it truly prevails cannot 
but create the greateſt jay and gladneſs ja the 
Hearts and Minds of all good People, as was 
oblerv'd ia the laſt particular. I was glad 
ſaid the Plalmiſt, When they [aid we will go into the 


Houſe of the Lord. 


And if we conſider David as a King, che 


peoples unanimous accord in the true and pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, could not but be mat. 
ter of . — joy to him, they being upon 
that account like to prove the better and more 
dutiful Subjects to himſelf, for Princes can 
have no better aſſurance of Loyalty and Alg iance; 
than their: Subjects conſent and agreement in 
the principle and practice of true Religion, this 
being the ſureſt Cement of all Relations - 
Life 
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Life, and laying the ſtrongeſt obligation up- 
on all inferiors to a Dutiful and Obedient carri. 
age and deportment towards thoſe whom God 
has ſet over chem, they who are all one in the 


Service of God, are in leaſt danger of divi- 


ding to the diſturbance of civil Peace. 
Whereas on the contrary, when once Peo- 
ple have fo far debauch'd their Conſciences, 
as to begin or continue a Schiſm in the Church, 
without remorle, they ſoon break in upon 


the regimen of the State: Ve of this Nation 


have too fatally and wofully experienc'd the 
the truth of this; when the Ignorant Se ctariſts, 
and blind Zealots inflam'd by Hell (out of a 
tenderneſs of Conſcience forſooth) had de- 
ſtroy d the Hierarchy, the Monarchy ſoon fell 
afrer it: When they had divided the Church, 
the very next ſtep they took was to embrew 
their Hands in the Blood of the Lords Anomted, 
and Overcurn the government in the State. 
When People come once to allow them- 


ſelves to break and deſtroy the Communion of 
the Church, the next Leſſon the Devil teaches 


thein 
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them is to turn Religion into Rebellion, and Faith 
into Faction, this neceſſarily tends to the un- 
hinging and unſetling all things. But when 
there is an happy agreement among Subjects 
in principles ot Religion, that every one from 
the fear of God makes Conſcience of bonouring 
the King, and has a Heart inflam'd with Loyalty 
and Obedience; detefling Every Notion of Reſiſt- 
ance ; it is the beſt ſupport of the Crown, and 
firmeſt ſecurity to all Government; this could 
not therefore bh make it a very joyful con- 
templation to the Royal Pſalmiſt, who was 
no leſs a Monarch, than a Prophet, that his 
People were ſo entirely of a Principle, and 
ſo heartily Unanimous in attending upon the 
publick Worſhip of God: But waving this, 
I ſhall conſider him as a holy and good Man, 
and ſo a fit Pattern and Example for our imi- 
tation; it was the joy of his Heart, with others 
to frequent Gods Hoaſe, and attend his pub- 
lick Ordinances; the bringing up of the Ark of 


God to Jeruſalem, and ſetting it up in the Sancta. 
ary en Mount Sion, was to him a more raviſh- 
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ing Solemnity, then the Aſſembly of the 
Tribes of 1/rael, to anoint himſelf King in He. 
bron, the Houſe of God and his holy Ordinances 
there Adminiſtred, was a far greater joy and 
delight to him, Pal 27. 4- One thing bave J 
deſired of the Lord, that I will ſeek after, that I may 
dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all the days of my Lite, 
to be hold the beauty of the Lord, and to enquire in bis 
Temple; and we find when he was deprived of 
that ineſtimable bleſſng, it was the gteateſt 
grief and trouble to his, Soul P/al 42, 4. hen J 
remember theſe things, I pour out my Soul in ſad 
complaints, for I bad gone with the Muituude to the 
Flouſe of God, witb the voice of joy and praiſe : 
He was Exil'd and Baniſh'd his Kingdom, but 
the grief and burden of his Soul was not that 
he was driven from his royal and magnificent 
Pallace, and diſpoſſeſs'd of his Pomp and 
Grandeur there, all this he could contentedly 
have ſpar d: The. thing that cut deep and 
wounded bim fore, was, chat he was deprivd 
of the Enjoyments ot the Sandtuar, and as 
it were Excommunicated from the Congrega - 
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tion of the Faithful, and this was ſo much the 
anguiſh and bitterneſs of his Soul, thar in 
a pious diſcontent he repin'd at the Sparrows 
approach to Gods Altar, who had leſs to do 
there than himſelf, P/al £4. 3. Tea, the Spar- 
row hath found an Houſe, and the Swallow a Neſt 
where ſhe may lay ber Young, even thy Houſe, 0 
Lord of Hoſt, my King and my God!] bleſſed are 
they that dwell in thy Houſe, | 

And as he was thus joy'd in the Worſhip 
of God, and dejected when depriv'd of go- 
ing to the Houſe of the Lord; ſo we find that he 
grudg'd at no coſt or expence, no pains or 
charge to promote it, what a ſumptuous and 


expenſive preparation did he make for build- 


ing the Temple, 1 Chron. 22. 14. J have pre. 


pared for the Houſe of the Lord an hundred thou. 


ſand Talents of Gold, and a thouſand thouſand Talents 


of Silver, and of Braſs and Tron without weight, (for 


it's abundance) , tho' the largnels of his bounty 


was ſuch, that it poſes Expoſitors to ſtate the 


Account: Yet the extenſive generoſity of his 
Heart, did ſo much exceed it, that he calls it 
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his Poverty ; that is, he look d upon it but as a 
ſmall and ſcanty allowance in compariſon 
of what (wich all his Soul) he could have 
made for the Service and Honour of his God, 
he was far from their tempers, who rather than 
be at any Expence, wou'd lee the Worſhip 
of God neglected, and the Houſe of the Lord 
lie waſt and in rubbiſh, But bleſſed be God, 
a contrary publick Spirit ſeems very prevalent 
in the preſent Age, witneſs that noble Provi- 
ſion lately mace by the Legiſlature for the 
magnificent Erecting and Building Fifty Ne 
Churches in the Metiopolis of the Nation! 
and I may add, that generous Diſpoſition which 
has given us this preſent opportunity of meet- 
ing together in this place, which is now Con- 
ſecrated and ſet apart to the Honour and Ser- 
vice of God. It is pity the Endowment is no 
larger, that there might have been a ſufficient 
maintenance for the Miniſter, but what is want. 
ing in an effectual Proviſion in Lands or Tithes 
for this ſacred ule and purpole, it is to be hop d 
will be ſufficiently made up by the generous 
| if : and 
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and voluntary Contributions of thole of my 
Brethren, to whom the Care of the lnhabitants 
Souls of this Iſland is committed: Their Zeal 
and Concern for the Honour of Hod, and the En- 
couragement of jo good a Work (which diſtance 
of Place renders impracticable to be perform'd 
by themielves) will doubtleſly excite them to 
Liberal, Free and Chearful Subſcriptions. 

This Light of good orks from the Miniſters, 
cannot certainly ſo cleariy ſhine out before you the 
Inhabitants (whole Soul's Healths are hereby 
to be promoted) without exciting you alſo, 
to exert your beſt Endeayours, and open heart- 
ed Contributions, towards this pious and excel- 
lent Deſign, that ſo they who preach the Golpel 
among you may live of the Goſpel: Remember that 
here your Souls are to be fed with ſaving In- 
ſtructions, here it is that they are to be nouriſh- 
ed and refreſhed with the Bread of Life, for 
here in Gods Sacramental Inſtitutions you are 
to bave Fellowſhip and ( ommunion with him, and 
therefore as out of a Chriſtian Zeal you will 
(it is to be prelum'd) encourage and ſupport 
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thoſe who wait at the Altar, and being taught in the 
Word, Miniſter unto them that teach you in all good 
Things, ſo likewiſe that you conſcientiouſly im- 
prove the Bleſſed Opportunities you will now 
have of coming to this Houſe of the Lord, to his 
Glory and the edification of your own Souls, 
for the promoting which Godly Purpoſes, you 
ſhould contrive your wordly Concerns in ſuch 
Manner, as that they may be no Hindrance to 
you in paying your Vows to God, that ſo bis Houſe 
upon all the ſer times of his Solemn Worſhip 
may be full, and as you are thus to make it your 
buſineſs to attend upon the Publick Devotions 
in the Courts of the Lords Houſe: ſo likewiſe 
ſhou'd you impreſs upon your Minds, an aw- 
ful Senſe of the ſacredneſs of the Place: The 
Church of God is holy, with reſpect to its Uſe, 
and is not to be prophan'd by any wanton or 
indecent carriage. Its Solomon's caution that 
we keep our Feet when we go to the Houſe of the 
Lord, that js, behave our ſelves with an awtul 
Senſe of that great and glorious Majeſty whoſe 
Preſence we approach. St. (briſoſtome giving 


us 
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us an Account * the Veneration, which the 
Primitive Chriſtians expreſſed to cheir Church. 

es, tells us, “that they look'd upon them as 
«he Pallace of the great King of Heaven, and 
© never approach'd them but wich fear and 
© trembling, always carrying themſelves, while 


«they were preſent in them, with the profound- | 


«eſt Silence and Devotion. And Clemens of 
Alexandria ſays both Men and Women come 
«ro Church in decent Apparel, with a Grave 
pace, a Modeſt Silence, and chaſt both in 
« Mind and Body, that they might be fit to 
offer up Praiſes ro God and Negotiate the 
Concerns of their Souls. When therefore we 
are to come together into the Houſe of the Lord, 
we are to remember we are under his Eye and 
Inſpection, who knows the Secrets of all Hearts, 

and obſerves ihe Thoughts and Motions of our 


Souls, that having an awful Senſe of his Pre- 


ſence impreſſed upon our Minds, we may be re- 
ſtrainꝰd from all wanton Thoughts, or diſorder- 
ly Carriage, and behave our lelves with that 
ſerious Gravity and ſincere Devotion, as be- 


comes 
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comes us when we are to converſe with God, 
and Set forward the Salvation of our Souls. 


r ðĩV¹— er T—_—”— ————— — — — * 
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Which that we may all do, and be everlaſt. 
| ingly bleſſed, and happy, God of his Infinite 
l Mercy grant, for the ſake of our Saviour 
| Jeſus Chriſt, to whom with the Father, and 
4 the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed, as is moſt due, all 
Honour and Glory, Might, Majeſty, Domini. 
on, both now and for ever more, Amen. 


